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Mr. ‘Epiror: 
As time is hastening on ‘the 
period of great events, spoken of by-all the 
fay prophets, our inquiries into-bible traths| 
become more: intent; our’ ‘desires-déeper, and 
our anxieties more intense, to-understand those| 
things' which’ were written aforetime for our 
learning. Every sincere biblical student-can’ 


see in thé events which are paséing; hoth ‘in 


the'political religious’ world, that the af- 
fairs of men arefast approaching‘a crisis, which 
portends convdlsions and commotions before 
unknown. The various nations of ‘thé’ earth, 
are forming’ relations, of such a cheracter, that 
the soon’artive when it willbe next 


to impossible to have any serious convalsion 


in any one nation ‘without affecting the whole. 
The very condition, of things,‘ I apprehend,| 
spoken of by the ‘holy, prophets, when they 
describe a state of things of such an unheatd 
of character, as to bring, atone timie, all the 
nations of the earth to Jerusalem to battle.—| 
This could-only be-doné by changing the con- 
ditions of the nationg‘ia' their relation’to ohe 
another, so as to identify their interestd' so near- 
that no individual :na‘ion could' goto war 
with itself, or two nations | go to war with each 


Ef think that evety intelligent reader ‘of thé 
scriptures, cannot fail of seeing the fact, that 
all the sacred writers contemplate a state’ of 
things, in both the politival and religious world. 
that will eventuate in'wars and certimotions, 
of 30 dire a chiaracter, as to endanger the exis- 
tence of ‘all: the nations of the ‘earth; and in 
order: that any of them may be left ’or any por- 
tion be Saved, the God of Heaven will have to}t 
interfere, or elaa” the whole earth must perish 
together. “Itisd uring tnd just ‘preceding these 
events, that we are look for. the finger of God 
to be shewn, in preparing for'thie grand event(s 
which are to terminaté the present state of the] 
world’s existance, add usher ina néw otder of 
‘will 
last, according to the wee of the padi 


fers pertaining to 
template the period vee 


| 
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is the lig 
f we are the. in|sacred writers represent it. 
fo the:futute,; we mast don-/all- these things that the prophets eay, the Lord 
will hand the second thule “to recover 3 


which remains to be fulfilled, as replete with 
events peculiar to itself; events of a fearful 
as well as glorious ‘character. 
fature period of the world, that there are to be 
blood, fire, and pillars of' smoke, the sun turn- 
ed into darkness, the moon: torned into blood, 
land the stars of heaven to fall. 
self to reel to and frojike‘a dranken man, the 
sea to heave itself beyondits bounds, the faces 
of all flesh to gather blackness. The rich men, 
and nobles, and every poor man, and’ wicked 
man, tocall on the mountains and on the roeks 


it ‘is in this 


The eafth it- 


to fall on them, and hide.them fram the face of 
hifi that sitteth upon the throne and from the 
wrath of the-Lamb.-’ 1t is in this period of the 
world that Babylon the great is to ‘fall, and 
rise no more: her merchants-to stand afer off, 
and ory alas! alas! that great city, Babylon, 
that made us rich with her delicacies, and her 
merchandise, is no wore. {tis in thie period 


of the ‘world, that it shal barn as an oven, and 
the proud, and all that do wickedly shall be 
stubble ;. and the coming ‘day that will burn 


then up, 8@ that they shall be ashes, is alsoin 
this period of the world. Itis in this period 
of the world that nation is to rise against na- 
tion, and kingdom against kingdom, and to be 
wars and rumors of ‘wars, and earthquakes, 


“land famines, in divers plates; and all nations 
to wail and lament. 


Ivis in this period of the 
world that the Lord’ will hiss for the fly of 
Ethiopia and the bee of Assyria, that the ‘ale 
may come and fight. It is in thia period tha 


all nations will be gathered to Jerasalem tu 


battle, where. the fowlsof heaven shall be 


gathered together, and have @ great feast on 
the blood of Kings, and. flesh of nobles, until 
hey shall eat and drink, till they are'full—_ 


The Lord wilt also: come with vengeance, 


treading on his enemies and: trampling on his 


foes, until his garments are stained.with blood 


as one treading in the wine press, taking ver~ 
geance on them ites know not Gad and. obey 
not the gospel. 

‘and trampling them ia his fury, until Idemes 
is laid’ Edom atterly desolated and 


‘reading them in his wrath, 


found for him. 
od is to appear if majesty, a fire devour 


before him, and it ie to be very tempestuous 
[round about ‘preparing he way defore 


rt the | 


Kt view of 


; 


até Sw J 


| 
3! 
q 
proves for he who would ask me to do. tha 
certainly does not beliéve'the bible; batitmas | 
not be amiss to enquire alittle into the charac-|judge the nations, and’ prepare the way for his 
ter of that new age or, period of the world, and/saints. ‘Sach are a few of the things reservi 
| 
| 
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the remnant of his people, and prepare a peo-|1800 years after their discease, if not more. 
ple which will be able to stand when all these) That the Aposties themselves did not caleu- 
things take place.  flate ‘on attaining their redemption, until the 
All that the Lord is to doin the last days,|/world was redeemed from all false religions, 
is all to be done, because such things as above| which the. sacred writers call” Babylon, is so 
mentioned, are coming on the earth, and the plainly taught in their writings, that it seems 
Lord is to step forth to save to himself @ peo-|strange how any other idea could get into the 
ple, lest the whole earth et and there be|world, among those who had a bible, and be~ 
none left; and in order that some may be leftilieved it. Paul, in the 8th chapter to the Ro. 
the Lord will exert his own power, make barejmans, uses language so strong as not to be 
his own arm, set up his own kingdom, and bearjeasily gotten out of the way by theorists. 
it off triumphant, amidst the ruin and over-}'* For the creature was made subject to vanity, 
throw of the nations, and the downfall of the|not willingly, but hy reason of him who hath 
kingdoms, and the entire destruction ef all thejsubjected the samein hope., Because the crea- 
false religions of the world. | . {tare itself also shall be delivered from the bon- 
_ There is also, in this period of the world,/dage of corruption into.the glorious liberty of 
another scene of things to transpire—things|the children of God. For we know that the 
on which the hopes and expectations of all the|whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain 
saints, since the days of righteous Able rested,|together until now. And not only they, but 
and in which they rejoiced; and in view ofjourselves also, which have the first fruits of 
which they laid down their lives for the word|the Spirit, even we onrselves groan within our- 
of God, and the testimony they had to bear tojselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the re- 
the world. According to the testimony of allidemption of our body.”’ In this quotation, 
the sacred writers, their hopes did not rest in/Paul says that the whole creation travailed in 
any thing they enjoyed during their life time,/pain and groaned until then. Adam, Abel, 
nor any thing they should enjoy in the unseenjand Enoch, were part.of the creation as well 
world after their death; but on things which/as’ Paul, and’So were. all the prophets, and 
should take place,in the last days, in this world,/righteous men, who had lived and died before 
which they viewed as effecting their condition|the days of Paul, who wrote some fonr thous- 
in their separated state, and bringing aboutjand years after the martyrdom of Abel; and 
~~ everlasting glory which was in reservejyet Paul says they were. travailing in pain and 
for them, in “that day,” the day when thejgroaning till his day, and that he and they 
kingdom of God, that was set up here, should| would travail in pain together, until the re~ 
be trinmphant. __*_‘Idemption of the body; and Jesus to}d the dis- 
_ That the Savior in his addresses to the/ciples of his day, that at the time when they 
_ Apostles, during the time of his sojourn here,|should see the things he there described begin 
inspired them with high expectations, that at|to tale place, they should lift up their heads 
the time of the triumph of his kingdom here,jand rejoice, for their redemption drew near ;. 
they should be heir in common with the saints,|and Paul says the whole creation travaileth in 
who should hear off that kingdom, is 80 plain}pain, and would travail, whether dead or alive, 
as‘ not to admit of any doubt. In the 2istjuntil the time of the redemption; and further 
chapter of Luke, and 28th verse, after the Sa-jsays, that at that time their bodies would be 
vior had described the scene, as above written,|redeemed. = ee 
says, ‘‘ And when these things beginto come| Surely then, these writers never conveyed 
to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads:/an idea that saints, at the time of their death, 
for your redemption draweth nigh.’ Let it}would enter into either their rest‘or be re- 
be noticed that the disciples, to whom he ad.»jdeemed; but died in faith of a rest that would 
dressed himself, lived 1800 years ago; andjbe at a time when the kingdom of God on earth 
the scenes described have not transpired yet,but/should triumph. In the 15th chapter of the 
‘are yetin the future; and the apostles arelong/Ist. Epistle to the Corinthians, Paul uses lan- 
since dead, and Jesus well knew that would/guage not.to be mistaken, on this subject - 
be the case; but whéther dead or alive, when|** But if there be no resurrection of the dead, 
the things there described began to take place/then is Christ not risen: and if Christ be not 
they were told to lift up their heads, for theirjrisen, then ts out preaching vain, and your 
cedemption drew nigh. Now if theirredemp-jfaith is also. vain. Yea, and we are found 
tion chen began to draw nigh, it had not'come;|false witnesses of God; because we have — 
and, though they were dead long before, still|testified of God that he raised up Christ: 
their redemption had net come, nor was not to}whom he raised not up, if so be that the dead 
come until the things there described, should|rise not. For if the dead rise not, then is not 
have taken place; for when these things began|Christ raised : and if Christ is not raised, your 
their redemption'was drawing near—of course/faith és vain; ye are yet in your sins. en 
that whieh was valy thon dea wing nese they had/they also which are fallen asleep in Christ ate 
mot img pessession, nor never had. It thejperished.’”? Here the apostle declares that 
disciples could eredit the Savior, they were tojunless the dead rise, then they that have faljen | 
expeet their redemption was dependant on/asleep in Christ have perished. What can be 
things whith were to transpire here, end that,/plainer than that they would perish if the 


i 

t 

t 

4 

é 

» 

i 

. 

| 

« 


_ wherein ‘they cannot perish, is the things after 


their lives. ‘This gives great force to what the 
- Saviour said to Luke: ‘* Then, look up, and 


to read it.) 


_after having set forth their faith in strong lan- 


in 
glorious language of their faith, 'but in the 13th 


language: ‘* These all died in faith, not hav- 


-eousness, still they did not receive the. pro- 


how far off? Till the time spoken of by the 
Savior, in Luke, when they should lift up 


Joseph, Moses, Rahab, Gideon, Barak, Samp- 


visions he had of the invisible world; the first 


dead did not rise, that there present state is not 


a state of salvation; for if it were, though the 
dead never rose, they would not perish; the 
fact of their present state being one in which 
they could perish, unless something else took 
‘place, proves that their present state is not 


Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and 
avenge our blood on them .that dwell on the 
earth?” Here he says he saw under the al- 
tar the souls of them that were slain for the 
word of God and for the testimony which they 
held, and they cried with a load voice, saying 


that salvation which was promised, and is not 
the thing embfaved in their faith, but that state 


which they look, and for which they laid down 


lift your heads; for your redemption draweth 
nigh.” A something that was to take place 
‘hundreds of years after their death. Sg 
This same subject is kept in view by Paul, 
in tue 11th vhapter to the Hebrewa (See from 
‘the 4th to close of the 13th verse ; it is too 


How long, O Lord, holy and true dost thou 
not judge and avenge our blood on them that 
dwellon the earth, Now John had this vision 
hundreds of years, yea, thousands of years af- 
ter many of them had been slain, and they 
were then ander the altar, erying, How long, 
O Lord, till our blood is avenged. Nothing 
can be plainer than thia, that their rest and 
their redemption had not come when John saw 


them—though they were in heaven; and from 


the fact that they were asking how long till 
their blood should be avenged? No one can 


long for quotation here, but we invite our food br but that they were longing for that pe- 


Here the apostle introduces 
Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, and Sarah, and 


guage In the 12th:chapter, he gives them a 


place among the cloud of witnesses,speakin 
verse of this 1.1th-chapter uses the following 


ing received the promises, but. having seen 


‘them afar off,and were persuaded of them, and} 
-embraced them and confessed that they were 


strangers and pilgrims on the’earth.” Bat 
notwithstanding their faith, virtue, and right- 


mises, but saw them afar off May we ask 


their heads and rejoice; for their redemption 
drew near. From the 20th verse to the close 
of the chapter he brings to view Isaac, Jacob, 


son, Jepthae, David, Samuel, and the pro- 
phets; and though he speaks in terms of high; 
commendation of theic works of. faith, and 


gives them a place with the cloud of witness-| 
es, and yet, in the 39th verse, he says, * And 
these all, having obtained a gocd report through 
faith, received not the promise.” 
apostle leaves them, and feaves us, with the 


Here the 


assurance that they saw something, expected 
something, had faith in something, that they’ 
never obtained, died without, and from what 
the Savior said, are without it till this day; 
but when the signs of the Savior’s second 
appearance are being seen, then, like others, 
they will lift up their heads and rejoice, for 
behold, that which they saw afar off is draw- 
ing nigh. : 
John, in the Revelations, if possible, makes 
the subject still plainer. He gives us two 


riod,-at which time their redemption would 
come; and doubtless would—as the Savior 
told the disciples, as before quoted, that when 
they saw certain things taking place on the 


injearth, to look up and rejoice—look up and lift 


ap their heads and rejoice, because their re- 
demption was drawing’nigh; for surely when 
they were thus crying under the altar their 
redemption fad not come, | 

During the apostle’s continuence on the Isle 
of Patmos. he had another view of the unseen 
world. The account of this vision is given,in 
the 18th and 19th chapters. See from 2ist 


invite the attention of the reader. Hesaysin 
the 2lst verse of the {8th chapter, that a 
mighty angel took ap a stone like a great mill 
stone, and cast it into the sya, thus 
with violence shall that great city Babylonbe 
thrown down, and shall be found no more atall; 
he then describes her desolation, until the close 
of the chapter. In the 19th chapter he tells 
what he heard after Babylon was desolated ; 
he says, verse Ist, ** And after these things I 
heard a great voice of much people in. heaven, 
saying, Alleluia: salvation, and glory, and 
honor, and power, uato the Lord our God.” 
Verse 2d, ‘For trae and righteous ave his 
jadgments: for he hath judged the great 
whore, which did corrypt the easth- with her 
fornication, and hath avenged the blood of his 
servants at her hand.” 

It is here said that the blood of the Lord’s 
servants had been avenged at the hand of 
Babylon. In the quotation from the 6th chap- 
ter, they were represented as erying with a 
loud voice, and asking how long until ous 
blood shall be avenged: and Jobn says that 
after Babylon, as shewn to him in vision, had 
fallen to rise 10 more, they abl eried with loud 


is in the 6th chapter of Revelations, 9th and 
10th verses: ** And when he had opened the 


voices, saying, Alleluia, for the Lord hath 
avenged the blood of his servants. These say- 


fitth seal, I saw under the altar the souls ofjings put together, make so plain a case, that 
them that were slain for the word of God, and/it leaves no room for doubt.. The redemption 


foy the testimony which they held: and they/promised to the pees and a 
cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, Ojbeenjoyed until 


cannot 


verse of the. 18th chapter to the close of 9th. 
verse of the 19th chapter, to which we would 


abylonie forever overthrown, 


s 


‘ 

‘ 


> 


"3 


| 
] 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| ‘3 
| 
> 
| 
: 


180 


and that the saints being in heaven does not 
alter the case; for though in heaven, they are 


‘waiting and crying for the downfall of Baby- 


Jon, in order that their redemption may come, 
and cannot sing Alleluia until Babylon is in- 
tirely desolated; and when that takes place 
the heavens will rejoice, and not till then.— 
And what puts the matter forever at rest, that 
Babylon was here on the earth, is what is said 
in the 6th chapter and 10th verse, as before 
quoted, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost 
thou not judge and avenge our blood on them 
that dwell on the earth. Here then the Baby- 
lon that is to be thrown down, and at the 
downfall of which, the blood of the saints is 
to be avenged, is on the earth. 

_ Well then might the Savior say to his dis 
eS as before quoted, when they saw cer- 
tain signa, indicative of the downfall of Baby- 
lon, to lift up their heads and rejoice, for their 
redemption drew nigh; because, though they 
were in heaven, their redemption could not 
come until the downfall of Babylon. They 
might die, as did the ancient prophets, and see 
it afar off, but not inherit it till then; and they 
might believe in it, and embrace it, but until 
the downfall of Babylon, they could not in- 
heritit. | 

The 5th chapter and 10th verse may give us 
a reason for its being so. It is there said that 
**thou hast made us kings and priests unto 
God, and we shall reign on the earth.” Now 
if the redeemed are to reign on the earth, this 
cannot be done until Babylon is overthrown 
A few words may not be amiss on the term 
Babylon, as used by John. The old city, 
Babylon, was destroyed long before John 
wrote the Revelations; and yet he says the 
great city, Babylon, was to be thrown down, 
long after/his day, so he could not mean the 
old city, Babslon, but in opposition, the great 
city, Babylon. What is this great city Baby- 
lon? In relation to the old city, Babylon, the 
inhabitants undertook, in defiance of the Al- 
mighty, to build a tower so high as to reach 
heaven, which was nothing more nor less than 
a false system of salvation; and from that day 
to the present, any false system of saivation is 
ealled Babylon; and all the false systems 
put together, is called Babylon the Great—and 
itis Babylon the Great that is to be thrown 
slown, before the saints can sing Alleluia, and 
before the heavens can rejoice. 
> We have asaying in the 14th chap, of Reve 
latons, whieh is also as appropriate to this, as 
one thing can be to another, to which we in- 


was commanded to write, ** Blessed are the dead 
that die in the Lord from henceforth. yea, 
saitn the Spirit, that they may rest from their 
labors; and their works do follow them.”? Now 
let the reader nark, particularly, that the dead 
that die in the Lord were to rest from ** hence. 
forth.” Why “henceforth?” Had not all 
who had died in the Lord, in all ages of the 
world, rested from their labors? The expres- 
sion ** henceforth,’? would forbid the idea.— 
From what time then should we date the 
‘shenceforth?’”? From what had been previously 
said we are not left to conjecture. ‘I'he an- 
swer is, after Babylon had fallen, ‘ From 
henceforth the dead that die in the Lord shall 
rest;’”? and the very form of expression would 
determine that until than they would not rest; 
it made no diffefence when they died, they 
would not rest from their labors and their 
works follow them till the angel announced 
the downfall of Babylon—from that time the 
dead that had died in the Lord should rest from 
their labors, and their works follow them. 

We think then enough has been written to 
leave no doubt on the mind, that all the saints, 
whether in heaven or elsewhere, whether dead 
or alive, are waiting for something which is 
to take place yet in this world, in order that 
they may inherit the promises made unto them) 
and when that something takes place here the 
heavens and earth will rejoice together. When — 
one is redeened, all are redeemed; and the | 
redemption of the whole purchased possession 
will come: together. | 

From all that we have on record, the con- 
clusion is forced on us that the last days are 
to be the days of wonders—the fixed period in 
the purposes of God, for the bringing to aclose 
of all the works of salvation promised the 
world, or any portion of it, since the days of — 
tighteons Abel. ‘The time of fulfilling pro- — 
mises, of redeeming pledges between God 
and man, and of establishing the truth of all — 
the covenants made with the fathers, and 
bringing in everlasting righteousness, filling — 


the heavens with joy and the earth with glad- 
ness, and to this end the whole universe will 
be put in motion, ere long, and all the ele~ 
ments of discord exercised, and all the powers 
of heaven exerted, and it must be a period of | 
glory as well of fear and dismay. 
In view of all the foregoing matters and 
things Daniel said, at a fixed period, the God 
of heaven would set up a kingdom which could | 
never be destroyed, but would stand forever. 
See Dan. 2d chapter, 44th verse: ** And in 
the days of these kings shall the God of 


vite the atteation of the reader. (read from the 
6th verse tothe eloseof the 13th.) John gives 
us here another vision he had, when he saw a 
nunber of angels or messengers flying through 
the midst of heaven, having messages to those 
who dwell on the earth—one had the everlast. 
ing gospel to preach; another the downfall of 


Babylon to annvunce, and after the messen- 
ger had declared that Babylon had fallen, Johin| not during the time of its existence, as many 


heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never 
be destroyed. and the kingdom shall not be 
left to other, people, but it shall break in pieces 
and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall 
stand forever.”’ It needs buta careful reading 
of the vision of the image to determine the fact 
that the kingdom spoken of was to be set up 


after the downfall of the’ Roman-empire, and 
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have supposed. From what is said about this 
kingdom, it is to be something which, after ii 
is set up, will continue unbroken—unchanged, 
till the coming of the Savior; and finally be- 
come nniversal. That this kingdom is not the 
present religious or political order of things. 
needs no proof from me; for they are already 
broken up, divided and sub-divided, and all 
thinking men do expect something different 
from what now exists; and it will require 
something different from them all to fulfil the 
prophecies. One thing is certain, that the 


enjoyed by either the living or the dead, in 
heaven or on earth, until the kingdom spoken 
of by Daniel, was set up, and the glad tidings 
thereof went forth among all nations: and the 
kingdem had prevailed against Babylon the 
Great, and cast it down to 118e no more; and 
then salvation comes to the whole purchased 
possession, and until then to none of them. 
That 
point of fight, wethinkis plain. Weallknow 
that Daniel had seen the kingdom set up and 
triumph, in the vision; and the messenger 
which had been with hin, at the close of the 


prophecies can never be fulfiled without some. 
thing making its appearance in the world dif. 
ferent from what now exists, and unless it is 
the kingdom spoken of by Daniel, no mortal 
being can tell what it is; for the bible speaks 
of nothing else, and of that it does speak, and 
that in such terms, as to shew beyond contro- 
versy, that if there is any thing else makes its 


vision, says thus, (see 12th chapter of Daniel, 
13th verse,) ‘* But go thou thy way till the 
end be: for thou shalt rest, and etand in thy 
lotatthe end of thedays.’’ It was here said to 
Daniel, to **go his way till the time of the 
end; for thon shalt rest, and stand in thy lot 
at the erd of the days.’’ The fact that at the 


appearence, and by that the promises are ful-jend, Daniel should rest, so exactly corresponds 


filed, then Daniel was mistaken; for he says 
that should become a great mountain and fill 
the whole earth, and stand forever;—and no 
two things like that could exist. _ 

In relation to this kingdom we have some 
things to say, which we find written in the 
scriptures. In Matthew, 24th chapter and 
14th verse, we have the follawing: * And this 
gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all 
the world for a witness unto all nations; and 
then shall the end come.”” Here we ure told 
that before the end comes ‘‘this gospel of the 
kingdom must be preached to all, for a wit- 
ness.” To make this easy of understanding, let 
us define the term gospel, which is neither less 
nor more, than glad tidings. So then it a- 
mounts to this,—that glad tidings of the king- 
dom must be preached to all, before the dead 
saints could lift up their heads and rejoice, and 
before their redemption could come. John, as 
recorded in the 14th chapter of Revelations, 
6th verse, says; ‘‘ And I saw another angel fly 
in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting 
gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the 
earth, and-to every nation, and kindred, and 
tongue, and people.’? Here John describes 
‘‘an angel, flying through the midst of 
‘ heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach 
to them that dwell on the earth;’’ that ia, the 
everlasting glad tidings. What are these ever- 
lasting glad tidings? Doubtless the glad tid. 
ings of the kingdom, spoken of by the Savior; 
for the kingdom was to be everlasting, accord. 
ing to Daniel—never to be given to other peo- 
ple, but to break in pieces and destroy all in- 
stitutions that had gone before it, and stand: 
forever. Hence the glad tidings of that king- 
dom were everlasting glad tiding. All other 
glad tidings that had gone before, were but for 
@ season, but that of the kingdom everlasting. 

1 think then; from al! these things, we have 
reached an important point, in reiationto men, 
both the living and tha dead; that the promise 
of God, made to the world, through and by 


with what John says in the 14th chapter of 
Revelations, 13th verse, as before quoted, that 
we can only gaze with wonder. John says, 
that he was commanded to write, after the 
angel had proclaimed the downfall of Babylon 
the Great, that from that time (the downfall 
of Babylon) they that die in the Lord should 
rest from their labors; and here Daniel was 
told, that at the time of the end, he should rest, 
and stand in his lot; and until then he was to 
go his way, and not expect to rest, till the end 
come. Now if we want to know when the 
end will come, it will be when Daniel’s king- 
dom has triumphed—and by it, Bebylon the 
Great is fallen to rise no more; then Daniel 
will rest, and all the saints in heaven and else- 
where will shout Alleluia. 

That the apostles viewed the matter in this 
point of Jight, and only in this, we think ean- 
not admit of reasonable controversy. Paulin 


the Sth to the close of the 8th verse, says as 
follows: ** For 1 am now ready to be offered, 
and the 4ime of my departure is at hand. I! 
have fought a good fight, | have finished my 
course, I have kept the faith: henceforth there 
is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall 
give me at that day: and not to me only, but 
unto all them also that love his appearing.” 
The apostle tells Timothy that he was then 
about to leave the world, and surelv now is the 
time for Paul toleave his testimony respect- 
.ng his hope; and here it comes, verse 8th, 
‘* Hence there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness, whieh the Lord, the righteous 
judge, will give me at that day.” What day, 


Paul; doubtless the day when Daniel will — 


stand in his lot, and all the departed saints 
shout Alleluia. Butif any doubtths, the last 
part of the verse puts itat rest;—"* and all them 
also who love his appearing.” :-lt-is. certain 
then, that the crowning was at the:tiume of the 
Savior’s appearing, which: wett;-be iwhen: the 


the messengers sent, of salvation, could not be 


kingdom has triumphed. ‘Tocthts end Paul 


aniel and others understood it in this - 
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the 2d Epistle to Timothy, 4th chapter, from 
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says to ‘l'imothy, in the bst verse of this chap-|ters all seem to have viewed it as future, in. 
ter, *‘ 1 charge thee therefore before God, and|their day. James says, in the 2d chapter, 5th: 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall jadge the\verse, as follows: * Hearken, my beloved 
quick and the dead at his appearing and hisjbrethren, Hath not God chosen the poor of 
kingdom.” Here then Jesus-is to judge thejthis world rich im faith, and heirs-of' the king- 

dead and the living at his appearing and hisjdom which he hath: promised to them that love 

kingdom—or at the triumph of his kingdom.jhim?’’ According to what is here said,. the 

So then at that time Paul expected his crown,|kingdom here spoken of,.was future at that 

and he could not reasonably éxpect ;{time ; for, he says God had. chosen the poor of 
for the Savior had left it on record tfat whenjthis world rich:in faith, and: heirs of the king- 
the signs of his coming, and the organization|dom which he hath promised to them that love. . 
and triumph of his kingdom appeared, they|him; not heirs-of a kingdom, which. we apos-. 
should then lift up their heads and rejoice; forjtles have now. established, but one that God 

their redemption drew near—and Paw couldjhas promised. New what kingdom was it 
not expect his crown till his redemption came.|God: had promised? We know of none but 

We will here make a few more quotations|the one spoken of by Daniel; neither could 

to shew how clearly this subject is written outjany other exist,.seeing ‘hat one was to fill the- 
by the sacred writers. Ist Epistle to the Thes-| whole earth. oe 

salonians, Ist chapter, 9th and 10th verses, the| The apostles, in their teachings, do not con- 
apostle says thus: For they themselves shew|vey the idea that the order of things which 
of us what manner of entering in we had unto/they have introduced, was the one which was. 
you, and how ye turned to God from idols, tejto prepare the way of the Savior’s second ad- 
serve the living and true God; and to wait forjvent.. Paul, in the 13th chapter of Ist Corin- 
his Son from heaven, whom heraised from thejthians, from the 8th to the close of the 12th. 
dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from the}verse, says as follows: ‘+ Charity never fail~ 
wrath to come.” Now mark the cause ofjeth: but whether there be prophecies, they 
Paul’s rejoicing. ‘The Thessalonians hadishall fail; whether there: be tongués, they 
turned from idols, to serve the true God, shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it 
to wait for his Son from heaven. Whose Son?tshall vanish away. For we know in part, 
God’s Son. Why wait for him from heaverntiand we prophesy in part. But when that 
Why not, when they died, go to heaven to|which is perfect is come, then that which is 
him? Because their redemption was notjin part shall be done away. When 1 was a 
come when they died, but when, through thejchild, I spake asa child, i understood as a 
triumph of the kingdom, Christ himself wasjchild, I thought as a child = but when I be- 
to come from heaven; and then came the re<icame a man, | put away childish a For 
demption of the purchased possession, and not/now we see through a gluss darkly: but then 
till then. Hence Paul rejoiced that the Thes-|face to face: aow, 1 know in part: but 
salonians not only had turned from idols, but|then I shall know even as-also bam known.”’ 
were waiting for Christ from heaven. In the}The apostle here says that he-only saw in part.. 
2d Epistle to the Thessalonians, 2d chapterjand prophesied in part, but when the perfect 
and Ist verse, Paul says as follows: ‘* Now/came that which was in part was to be done 
we beseech you, brethren, by the coming ofjaway. For now, says Paul, we see through — 
our Lord Jesua Christ, and by our gatheringja glass darkly, bat then face to face: now 4 
together unto him.’’ Here again the same/know in part; bat then shall I know even as 
doctrine is taught; and the ‘l'hessalonians|[ am known. Mark, reader, ** when the per~ 
were besought in view of the coming of thejfect is come;’”’ not when Paul goes to t—but 
Lord Jesus Christ, and their gathering togeth-|when it comes here. Who can read this, and 
erantohim. In rebation to the gathering to-lnot see that Paul expected some order of 
gether, see Epis:le to the Ephesians, Ist chap-things, subsequent to the time he wrote, which 
ter, 10th verse, where we have the following: was to be superior to the order of things intro- 
‘That in the dispensation of the fulness ofjduced by him and the other apostles. Jn the 
times he might gather together in one all things/3d chapter, from the Oth to the elose of the 
én Christ, both which arein heaven, and whieh|14th verse, of the Epistle to the Phillippians, 
are on earth: eveninhim.’’ By this we arejthere are sayings worthy of notice: *“* That } 
told that the'gathering together, here and else-|may know him, and the power of his resurrec- 
where, is to take place in the dispensation ofjtion, and the fellowship of bis sufferings, be- — 


he fullness of times, and that the things in 
heaven as well as on earth, are to be gathered, 
even all that arein Christ. This dispensation 
of the fulness of times, must be from its effects, 
the same as the dispensation of the kingdom, 
which, according to all we have seen, is to put 
the heavensand the earth together, and bring 
in the redemption of the purchased possession, 
whether in heaven or on earth. 

In relation to the kingdom, the sacred wri- 


ing made conformable unto his death; if by 
any means I might attain unto the resurrection 
of the dead: not as though I had already at- 
tained, either was already perfect; but I fol- 
low after, if that I may apprehend that for 
which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus. 
Brethren, 1 count not myself to have appre- 
hended: but thts one thing 1 do, forgetting 
those things which are behind, and reaching 


forth unto those things which are before. 4 


‘ 
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press toward the mark for the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus.’’ The apos-| 
tle, in this quotation, says, that ““he did not 
suppose himself to have attained, either were 
already pérfect.”” -Now compare this with his 
saying, in the 13th chapter and 10th verse of 
Corinthians, as above quoted. There he says, 
hen that whichis perfect iscome,thatwhich 
isin part shall be done away.” Here he says, 
I do not suppose I am already perfect. Why 
Paul, not already perfect? Why?> Because 
the perfect has not come; and until that does 
come we only see in part, and prophecy in part. 
Now what is the perfect thing which Paul had 
not attained, and for want of which he could 
only see io part, and prophecy in part. In the 
14th verse of the 3d chapter to the Phillipians, 
he calls it the prize of the high calling of God 
in Christ Jesus, for which he presses toward 
or along the mark. In the 11th verse of this 
same chapter, he gives us a clue to it. He 
says, “if by any means I might attain to the 
resurrection of the dead.” Why ao Paul? Is 
there not to be a resurrection of a//, both just 
and unjust? How then, Paul, can you fail to 
attain the resurrection of the dead? Paul, 
what do you mean? I suppose if Paul were 
here he would say he meant what he said. 

Paul must have known that there was no 


what you call the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus. The dispensation of the fulness of 
times, in which dispensation aii things in 


‘Christ were to be gathered together, whether 


they were dead or alive, in heaven or on earth; 
and, until after the introduction of which, the 
resurrection of the dead cannot come. This 
you say, Paul, is the mystery of God’s will; 
which he had rev@aled anto you :—the perfect 
thing which was to come, and without which 
you could only see in part, and prophecy in 


part, and that perfection only comes by and 


through this dispensation. 

- Putting what Paul has said, as above quo- 
ted, with what the other writers have said, 
and there are some conclusions forced on the 
mind of vast importance to a/i. John sawan 
angel flying through the midst of heaven, hav- 
ing the everlasting glad tidings to preach to 


those who dwellontheearth. Daniel saw,in — 


vision, the God of heaven set up a kingdom, 
that wag never to be destroyed, but was to break 
in pieces and destroy all kingdoms, and stand 


forever. And God had revealed the mystery 


of his will to Paul; and that was, that there 
was to be a dispensation, called the dispensa- 
tion of the fulness of times, through which all 


{things in Christ, were to be gathered together, 


whether in heaven or on earth. The dispen- 


doubt, but at some time, he would be raised 
from the dead; and he also as well knew that 


that time would not be until after the perfectjone that was to stand forever, and break all 


thing had come; therefore, he pressed toward 
the prize, that the resurrection of the dead 
might come. What this same apostle says 
in the 9th and 10th verses of the lst chapter 
to the Ephesians, is as appropriate to this as 
one thing can be to another: “Having made 
known unto us the mystery of his will, ac- 
cording to his good pleasure, which he hath 
purposed in himself: that in the dispensation 
of the fulness of the times he might gather to- 
gether in one ail things in Christ, both which 
are on earth and in heaven: evenin him.”’ The 


purposed in himself. What was that purpose 
and mystery, the 10th verse answers: ‘That 
in the dispensation of the fullness of times 

he might gather together in one all things in 
Christ, both which are in heaven, and which 
are on earth: evenin him.’’ So then the se-| 
cret is revealed. It was that, in the dispensa- 
tion of the fulness of times, he (the Lord) 
would gather together all things which are in 


Surely then, when this gathering comes, there 
will be a resurrection from the dead,—when 
the pre. in Christ Jesus, in both pe 
and earth are gathered tegether. And all this 
to be brought to pass by establishing a dis- 
pensation of things here for that purpose. 
Now Paul we understand you. You were 
striving to obtain another dispensation more 
glorious than the one you had. This is the 


prize after which you were running. This is|/broken chain of priesthood from the apostles 


sent from heaven for that purpose, and not by 


Christ, whether they are in heaven or on earth.|virtue of the priesthood the apostles had; for — 
they did not pretend to have it, but Paul sought 


sation through which this was to take place, 
must be which Daniel saw—the 


things in‘pieces. And, from what John 
says, that dispensation was to be established 
by an angel bringing the everlasting glad tid- 
ings, which must have been the he tidings 
of this kingdom or dispensation; for these 
tidings, when they come, were to be everlast- 
ing—they were to endure when heaven and 
earth had passed away, and the things in 
heaven, and the things or earth, in Christ Je- 
sus are gathered together. — 

Another important — is, that this was 
not the dispensation intr 


tery of Gud’s will—the prize of the high calling 
—the perfect thing; and when it was intro- 
duced, tongues should cease, propheeyings 
fail, and former knowledge vanish away ; for 
this Paul considered all things but dross, that 
he might gain the prize. es : | 

A third thing is, that this dispensation was 
to be introduced by an heavenly messenget 


for it, and greatly desired it above all things, 
but said he had not attained it. 
We shall take the liberty of saying a few 
things about priesthood as it now exists in the 
world. Great.have been the efforts to prov 
a succession of priesthood from the apostles.’ 
Supposing then the different denominations’ 
or any one of them, can pfove a regular un- 


uced by the apos- 


apostle here says that God had made known thejtles, but one God had made known to them » — 
_ mystery of bis willto him, which he (God) hadjthat was to come, which Paul called the mys- © 
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what avail would it be in the last days; who 
would be the better of it? ‘The dispensation 
of the last days was to be introduced by an an- 
gel from heaven; and one John saw in a vi- 
sion, long after his day, descending from heav- 
en, with the everlasting glad tidings—the glad 
tidings of the kingdom. It matters not who 
has got the priesthood, in succession, from the 
aposties; it is of no avail, bat only proves that 
they have not the priesthood that pertains to 
the kingdom of God—for this was to come by 
anhezvenly messenger, long after the apostles’ 
day. Whoever has the priesthood of the king 
dom of God, has it either directly or by suc 
cession from this angel, and no other way. 
Many have said that the ministering of an- 
gels had ceased: if so, then the dispensation 
of the fulness of times will never come, and 
the resurrection of the dead will never come; 
_ the kingdom spoken of by Daniel will never 
come ; the everlasting glad tidings will never 
eome; the prize of the high calling of God 
jn Christ Jesus will nevercome ; Balyylon the 
Great will never fal] to rise no more; and the 
rest of God will never come, and all that have 
slept in Christ Jesus will perish. For all 
these things depended, not on what the apos- 
_ tes had left on record, nor on any. priesthood 
they had left among men. but on the minis. 
tration of an angel, that was to come after 
their day, who was to lay the foundation of 
another dispensation, by giving power to men 
to establish it. 
We will, at this place, say a few things a. 
‘boat the mission of John the Baptist. In the 
1jth chapter of Matthew, from the 7th to the 
close of the 11th verse, the Savior says thus, 
concerning John: ** And as they departed, Je- 
sus began to say unto the muliitude concern— 
ing John, What went ye out into the wilder- 
ness tosee? areed shaken withthe wind! But 
what went ye out for to see? aman clothed in 
soft raiment? behold, they that wear suf? cloth- 
ing are in king’s houses. But what went ye 
out for to see? a prophet? yea, I say unto 
You, and more than a prophet. For this is Ae 
of whom it is written, Behold, I send my mes- 
-@enger before thy face, which shall prepare thy 
‘way before thee. Verily, I say unto you, A- 
mong them that are horn of woman there hath 
not risen a greater than John the Baptist; ‘not- 
withstanding, he that is least in the kingdom 
of heaven is greater than he.” [In the 9th 
verse he says that John *‘was morethanaproph- 
et;”” and in the 11th verse he says, “ of all 
that was born of women there hath not beena 
peer than John; notwithstanding, he that 
least in the kingdom of heaven is greater 
than he.” It has been the opinion of many 
that the Savior alluded to himself, when he 
said ‘that he that 1s Jeast in the kingdom of 
heaven is greater than he.”’ There are diffi- 
culties.in thie view of the subject, that mus! 
vender it very doubtful. The first is, that itis 
not true: the Savior, in troth, was not the Jeast 
in the kingdom of heaven; but on the contra- 


ry, the greatest: —but asthe ideais with those 
who maintaéh that opinion, that that was the 
light in which his enemies viewed him. This. 


again is not true; for so far from his enemies 


thinking he was least in the kingdom of heav- 
en, they d'd-not’ believe he had any thing to 
do with it. They believed he was an impos- 
tor, and was of the devil, and that God had 
nothing to do with him, nor he with the king-~ 
dom of heaven. View the case as we may, 
and that view. of the subject must be very 
doubtful. 

In the 14th verse of this chapter it is said of 
John, * And if ye will receive it, this is Elias, 
which was for to come:”’ andin the 10th verse, 
‘For this is he of whom it ig written, Behold, 
! send my messenger before thy face, which 
shall prepare thy way before thee.” John 
was then the Lord’s messenger sent before | 
the face of the people to prepare the way be- 
fore them. 

In the 17th chapter of Matthew. from thie 
10th to the 13th verse inclusive, it is said of 


John, “And his disciples asked him, saying, 


Why then, say the scribes that Elias must 
first come? And Jesus answered and said 
unto them, Elias truly shall first come, and. 
restore all things. But I say unto you, That 
Elias is come already, and they knew him not, 
but have done unto him whatsoever they list- 
ed. Likewise shall also the Son of Man suf- 
fer of them. Then the disciples understood 
that he spake of John the Baptist.” The 
question is here asked, ** Why say the scribes 
that Elias must firstcome?’ What gave rise 
to this question, was the transfiguration, as 
related in the preceding part of the chapter, 
and the Savior’s charge, that they ‘tell no 
man of it till the Son of man be risen from the 
dead.” They asked Jesus then, why the 
scribes said Elias must first come? that is, 
before the resurrection of the dead. The an- 
swer was, that Elias mast first come, and re- 
store all things—and that restoring must take 
place before the resurrection of tbe dead. And 
he then says, verse I2th,. * But 1 say unto you, 
That Elias is come already; or in other 
words, their Elias has already come—he that 
was to restore all things—and they knew him 
not, but did unto him whatsoever they listed. 
The disciples then understood that he spake of 
John the Baptist. That is, they understood 
him to say that John the Baptiet was the re- 
storer for whom Israel looked. This, connect- 
ed with the saying in the 14th chapter and 11th 
verse, makes the matter plain: thatif the Jews 
would receive it, John was the Elias which. 
was tocome; but in consequence of their re- 


jecting both John and Jesus, the restoration 


promised unto Israel could not come, and the 
kingdom of heaven would be given to another 
people, and one that would bring forth the 
fruits thereof, See Matthew 21st chapter 43d 


verse: ‘* Therefore say 1 unto yoa, The king- 
dom of God shall be taken from you, and g 
to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof.’ 
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From all the above q-tations, we canarrive 
at some degrev of certainty, what it was the 
Savior meant, when he said John was more 
than a prophet. His mission was peculiar to 
himself; he was not only a prophet, but he 


was senton a mission that no othrr prophet) 
ever had, a restorer unto Israel,—to turn the}. 


hearts of the fathers unto the children, and the 
hearts of the children unto the fathers, and pre. 
pare their way before them; that the kingdom 
of heaven might come unto them, through 
which the resurrection of the dead would 
eventually come. Hence, ‘ of all that was 
horn of women there was not a greater than 
John.’”’?. He had the understanding to do what 


none else could do; and had the Jews iF 


ceived it, he would have done it, and instead o 
israel being scattered and cursed, they would 
have triumphed over their enemies,and through 
them would have come the resurrection of the 
dead, and all the glory promised to the werld. 
They would have obtained the rest of God, 
and enjoyed its power. ‘This was the object 
of John’s mission to them; but because they 
rejected him he died without doing it, and left 
them to be cursed. There is one thing we 
wish the reader particularly to notice in rela- 
tion to John’s mission, that he was not said to 
be the messenger to go before the Lord’s face; 
and prepare the way before him; butthe Lord’s 
messenger to go before the face of the Jews and 
prepare their way before them. Behold 1 
send my messenger before thy face which shall 
repare thy way before thee. The correspond- 
ing account in both Mark and Luke are the 
same. See Mark Ist chapter, 2d verse, and 
Luke 7th chapter, 37th verse. Let so much 

suffice for the mission of John. 
[ Tb be Continued. ] 


MINUI'ES 
Of a Conference of the Church of Christ, held in 
the City of Pittsburgh commencing on the 6th 
and ending on the 11th of April, A. D. ¥845. 


CoNnTINUED. 


Wednesday Morning, 9 o’clock, April 9. 
Conference met agreeable to adjournment, 
and was called to order by Austin Cowles, 
president of the High Priests Quorum, the 
first presidency not being present, the morn- 
ing was spent in singing, prayer and exhor- 
tation, until the usual hour of adjournment. 
Conference then adjourned until 2 o’clock. 

Wednesday Afterncon 2 o'clock, 

Conference met pursuant to adjournment, 
and was called to order by Austin Cowles; 
the first presidency, and the high Quornm en- 
tered and took their seats. President. Rigdon 
arose and read Hymn on page 104 ‘Arise, a- 
rise, with joy survey,” which was sung by 
the conferenee. 

After which, President Rigdon said, since 
the commencement of this conference I have 
had one unceasing desire, deep, and intense, 
that was, to have the matter forever put at 
rest, whether God would accept our work.— 
The Spirit whispered me this morning to set 
apart some brethren, and consecrate them to 
God, in a room in my own house, which I did; 
(which was the reason | was not with you this 
morning,) and after the washing and anoint- 
ing, and the Patriarchal seal, as the Lord had 
directed me, we kneeled; and in solemn pray- 
er we asked God to accept the work we had 
done; during the time of prayer there appeared 
lover our heads, in the room, a ray of light for- 
ming a hollow square, inside of which, stood 


_|a company of heavenly messengers, each with 


a banner in his hand, with their eyes looking 
downward upon us, their countenances expres~ 
sive of the deep interest they felt in what was 


MESSENGER AND ADVCATE. 


PITTSBURGH, PA. MAY, 1, 1845. 


i Postmasters are authorized by law, to 
frank letters for a third person, containing mo- 
ney, when addressed to an Editor or a publisher 
of a newspaper. 

Will our friends and agents remember this. 


then passing onthe earth; there also appeared 
heavenly messengers on horseback with 
crowns upon their heads, and plumes floating 
in the air, dressed in glorious attire until, like 
Elisha, we cried in our hearts, ‘the chariots 
of Israel, and the horsemen thereof;”’ even my 
little son of fourteen years of age saw the vis- 


Be” Inconsequence of the length of the 
conference minutes, the publication of several 
very important communications, had to be de- 
fered. Our Correspondents will please bear 
with us, as their communications will appear 
in our next, 


: We would say to our friends abroad, 
that almost every mail, brings us cheering 
news of the progress of the kingdom of God. 


We have just received the startling intel- 

ligence, that at 52 minutes past 3 o’clock P. M. 
on Monday the 7th of April, the City of Mexi- 
co was nearly.destroyed by an earthquake.— 
Our readers will bear in mind that that was 
the very day on which the Kingdom of God 
was organized in this city. 2 


; 


ion, and gazed with great astonishment, say- 
ing, that he thought his imagination was run- 
ning away with him, after which we arose 
and lifted our hands to heaven in holy convo- 
cation to God, at which time, it was shown 
an angel in heaven registering the acceptance 
of our work, and the decree of the Great God, 
that the kingdom is ours, and we shall prevail; 
my anxieties therefore, in relation to oar work 
in organizing. the.kingdom, and the accept- 
ance of that organization, by our heavenly 
Father, is now forever at Test. 

Elder Wm. E. McLellin, then arose dna 


bore testimony to the manifestation of. the 


gave the substance of a revelation given this 


morning, relative to the opening ceremony of 


power of God in the heavenly vision; he then . 
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the consecration; after which he kneeled and|prayer, at a fixed period, the right hand of 
-dedicated the conference by prayer. He thenjeach memher of the Conference, was lifted to. 
_ :arose, and said, brethren, 1 wish to say somejlieaver, and a solemn coyenant, by which we 
things to you which will benefit you on|bound ourselves and families to God, was 
the present occasion, he set forth in a clear/pronoenced, which was sealed hy aloud amen, 
manner, the principles which constitute the|by every individual. After which an hymn 
fulness of human happiness, giving much im-|was: sang, and the Conference proceeded to 
portant instruction in relation to. it, the washing and anointing of the rest of the 
President Rigdon then proceeded to ordainjquorums. : 
Hiram Falk and Curtis Hodges to the office} President Rigdon then proceeded to ordain 
of High Priésts. After which several) bottles}Austin Cowles, president of the high priest 
of oil were presented and consecrated to the|quorum, to preside over the councils of the 
‘Lord. , | whole church, in the absence of the first pre- 
The quorums then proceeded to the holyjsidency; and to be the first president unto the 
consecration by washing and anointing. El-jchurch, in his absence. : 
der J. M. Cole, washed the quorum of the} ‘The president then ordained Solomon Ram- 
Twelve, and President E. Robinson the Pre-jfield an elder in the church. 
‘sidents of the High priests quorum, who were} The hour of adjournment having. arrived, 
anointed by President S. Rigdon. The wash-jand the washing and anointing not yet com- 
ing and anointing continued tothe hour ofjpleted, after a fe v remarks by president Rig- 
adjournment, when conference adjourned byjdon, the conference adjourned to2 o'clock this 
sibging and prayer, till to-morrow morning atjafternoon. Benediction by Austin Cowles. 
9 o'clock. 2 o’clok, P. M. 
Thursday, April 10, 9 o’clock, A. M. Conference met pursuant to adjourment, and 
Conference -met pursuant to adjournment,|opened by singing, and prayer by president S. 
and was called to order president Austin| James. 
Cowles, after which the first presidency and/ 
high quorum entered, when the conferenceluntil all the official members present were a- 
‘was opened by singing an hymn. nointed. After having finished the anoint- 
The president then addressed the conferencejing, president Rigdon read a hymn which was 
on thesabject of covenants, setting forth upon/sung; after which all the quorums:took their 
what principle it was the hearts of the fathers|seats in proper order, to reccive their Patriar- 
were turned tothe children, and the hearts ofjchal fe The Patriarch then proceeded to . 
the children to the fathers, showing that this/place his Seal upon their heads, sealing upon 


| 


The washing and anointing was continued, 


power belongs to the kingdom of God alone, 
and also, the necessity of having the kingdom 
of heaven organised in addition tothe church, 
in “order that this covenant of binding the 
hearts of the fathers to the children and the 
hearts of the children to the fathers might be 
entered into, befure God, that the way of the 
coming of the Savior might be prepared, and 
that the whole earth might not be smitten with 
acurse when he comes. And also, upon the 


them all the promises and prophesyings. pro- 
counced upon them, during their washing and 
anointing, commencing with the quorum of the 
Twelve; next in order came the presidents of 
the Stake at Pittsburgh, and the High Coun- 
cil. After these quorums had received their 
Patriarchal Seal, the Conference adjourned 
until to-morrow morning at 9 o'clock. Bene- 
diction by President S. Rigdon. 
This was the afternoon of the great fire 


Priesthood which pertains to the kingdom of}which desolated our city. While we were 
God, shewing its relation to the heavens and/thus organizing the Kingdonr of our God, and 
also, t@the earth. setting forth the power ofjconsecrating the officers thereof, to the Most 
that priesthood in relation to the salvation of|High, our city was fast laying in ruins by the 
the fathers who have died before, and of thelviolence of fire; and our friends and neighbors 
children who should come after; and withoutlin the midet of sorrow, distress and confusion, 
that priesthood, no person who now lives, or|were flying for their lives, amidst the ragings 
who have lived before, or who shall live here-of the devouring elements, to places of safety, 
after, could be saved. | and Jeaving their all to perish in the common 

He spoke ofthe baptism for the dead show-|ruin. 1n the closing prayer, for the adjourn- 
ing that it was of no avail, unless the persons|ment, president Rigdon presented before the 
being baptized for the dead, should maintain|Lord the deep distress and great calamity 
their integrity and power before God, antili/which was then befalling the inhabitants of 
they obtained the priesthood of the kingdom,jthe city; presenting before the heavens the 
and through that priesthood bare off the king-|widow and the fatherless, and the sufferings 
dom triumphant, and through these means pre-jand deep afflictions that were everwhelming 
sent themselves before God, triumphant, withjour.city; praying God to atay the violence of 
their dead with them. And unless they didifire, that our whole city be not laid in raine— 
that they would be cut off, and perish, andlin which prayer the Conference joined with 
their dead with them. | all the feelings of their soul. During this 

Elder Joseph M. Cole then kneeled and de-iprayer, an escort of heavenly messengers that 
dicated the Conference by prayer, during which|had hovered around us during the time of this 
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Conference, were seen leaving the room, the 
coarse of the wind was instantly changed, and 
the violence of the flames were stayed, and our 
city saved from an entire overthrow. 
Friday morning, 9 o'clock, April 11. 
Conference met pursuant to adjourment.—| 
President Rigdon read a hymn from page 147, 
+s How oft in sweet meditation my mind,” 
which was sung. Prayer by President 
Cowles. | 
The President said this Conference is draw- 
ing to a close, and the most solemn part is 
now coming; which 1s that of covenant mak- 
ing. We have covenanted with each other; 
it is now our duty to covenant with heaven. 
Io complete the victory of this Kingdom, we 
must bind the heavens by acovenant. It is 
in the power of this Kingdom to bind the heav- 
ens. San the earliest period of the history 
of God’s dealing with men, there was one 
promise handed down from generation to gen- 


the whole work in the hands of God, so that 
it might be done according tu his will. Ac- 
cording to this covenant, thus made with the 
heavens, and this bound wherewith the hea¥- 
ens were bound, Pas are here from almost 
every part of the 
strangers to each other in the flesh, of differ- 
ent religious opinions, each one for himeelf 
declaring, **the Lord had sent him;’’ many 
of you not knowing for what, until you came; 
and few, if any, understanding the great ob- 
ject for which you were sent: that you may 
understand why it was the Lord operated up- 
on your minds to come hither. we have given 
you the account of the foregoing covenant be- 
fore our God, the result of which is, the orga- 
nization of the kingdom of promise, of which 
you, individually, form a part. 

Now, brethren, it becomes your privilegeto 
bind the heavens, bya similar covenant, that 
this Kingdom, in your hands, may triumph; 


eration, that whenever there were any peoplejeach one for himself, presenting himself be- 


found on earth, who would obtain and orgae 
nize the Kingdom of God, God promised to 
that people, that he would bear them off tri-~ 
umphant, with the Kingdom hey had organ- 
ized, and with it give them all things. 


fore God, with uplifted hands to heaven, de- 
claring in the presence of God, the holy mes- 
sengers, and one another, at the same time 
decreeing in your hearts before God, that if 
this Kingdom does not triumph and prevail, 


In all past time,. God bound men onjaccording to the promise made through the 


earth, but now, by virtue of the promise which|prophet 


God has made us, respecting his Kingdom, 
we must turn around and bind the heavens; 
that the promises which God-has made con- 


aniel, it shall not be your fault, 
thus binding the heavens for a fulfilment of 
the promises made, concerning it. After 
which the covenant was entered into before’ 


cerning his Kingdom, may be fulfilled upon 


God, by all standing on their feet, with their 


our heads, inasmuch as we have obtained the|hands lifted to heaven, while the president 
power, and organized the Kingdom of pro-/pronounced the covenant, which was sealed 


mise. 

In explanation of this covenant by which 
we bind the heavens, let me ask a question: 
Upon what principle did this Kingdom come 
into existence? It was by one man alone,— 
between him and hts God, bowing in a secret 
place, before God, where there was no eye to 
see him, or ear to hear him, but that of Jeho- 
vah’s alone, decreeing in his heart in the pre. 
sence of God, and calling upon heaven to wit- 
ness the decree, that if the kingdom of pro-~ 
mise, spoken of by Daniel did not come into 
existence in this generation, it should not be 
the fault of him who now presented himself 
before the heavens for this purpose; and who 
now was in the presence of God, decreeing 
before the heavens in his heart, and ready to 
do the will of his God, whenever made known, 
thus binding the heavens to that promise, to 
set up and organize that kingdom; after which 
he declared to the heavens, that if they would 
send to him at the time appointed (which was 
the Gth of April, 1845,) the persons necessary 
and sufficient to organize that kingdom, and 
such persons as God approved, that he would 

organize that Kingdom according to the pat- 
tern which he had received; and that he would 
use such persone for that parpose, as the Lord 
might send to him, let thém come from what 


by the loud amen, of every individual. | 
We have another covenant to make, that 
is solemn, sublime, and grand. It is to bind 
the hearts of the fathers to the children, and 
the hearts of the children to the fathers, that 
when the Lord comes, the whole earth may 
not be smitten with a curse; and we may 
secure our line of progenitors and decendants, 
from one end of the Jine to the other. Itis an 
established principlein the kingdom of heav~ 


(en, that those whom God has chosen to be or- 


dained to be kings and priests unto himself in 


bind the heavens in solemn covenant, to per- 
fect their salvation, to secure unto them the 
salvation of those whose salvation is necessa~ 
ry to perfect their own; and without which 
their own salvation never could be perfected. 

In order to make this covenant, each one 
for himself must stand before God, with his 
hands lifted to heaven, and in the presence of 
God, as a king and a priest unto God, express 
before the heavens, his will and his desire, in 
relation to his fathers,and his,and their descen- 
dants, and ask God to seal in the heavens 
this promise and this blessing, to be fulfilled 
upon their heads, when the redemption of the 


purchased possession shall come; thus birade - 
ren,” * 
and the hearts of the children to the fatherss =. # 


ing the hearts of the fathers to the child 


nation or kindred soever they might, as the 


nited States, and Europe; 


his kingdom, have the right before God, to 


Spirit of the Lord might designate; leaving|by which covenant, we bind heaven and earth — hk 4 
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together: for unto this end was the dispensa-~' 


tion of the fulness, of times established, tha: 
all things in Christ, might be gathéred togeth- 
er, whether things in heaven, or things on 
earth, which dispensation of the fulness of 
times is the same as the dispensation, of the 
kingdom spoken of by Daniel; which dispen- 
sation, God in his infinite mercy, has been 
pleased to give unto us, and we, under his 
direction, have now organized it. 
A few explanations with regard to thie cov- 
enant,before entering into it. _When those 
whom God has caused to he ordained to this 
ower, will, in righteousness before God, to 
ave any thing done for their own salvation, 
or that of their feHow-men; expressing 
. will betore God, they bind themselves to ob- 
serve all the Jaws, and institutions of heaven. 
that God has appointed and ordained to carry 
that will or desire intoeffect. And when they 
do this, the heavens are bound to fulfil ‘this 
desire upon their heads; and secure unto‘then, 
the thing thus willed, in righteousness.— 
Nothing coyld be a higher insult to the heav- 
ens, than for the euthoritits of the kingdom 
of God to stand up before: ‘him, and there, in 
the solomn attitude of the servants of God, 
‘will, before him, that a certain thing should be 
done for their own salvation and that of the 
world, and then violate all the laws and ordi- 
nances of heaven, appointed for carrying the 
aid will into effect. Such an indignity as 
this, could not fail of bringing the judgments 
of God upon their own heads. An example, 
of this we have in Nauvoo, never to be for- 
gotten. There is a people professing to have 
power before God to enter into covenant with 
him, and when they do so, put jat defiance all 
the appointed ways of heaven, to carry into ef- 
fent the covenant or covenants they make with 
their God; and in consequence of these in- 
sults and indignities offered to the heavens, 
death, has made ravages ie their midst; mobs, 
in dispite of all their covenants to the contra- 
ry, overcome, and slay their great ones; and 
in dispite of all their pretended power with 
God, threaten . distruction and entire over- 
row of their city, which, if they repent not, 
will speedily come upon them, and no power 
ean prevent it. And if thatcity is éver over- 
thrown, it will be because they thus insult the 
heavens, and trifle with the God. who made 
them; **for if God be with them who can be 
against them.”’ Let these be ensamples unto 
you, that when you make covenants. before 
your God, you may observe to do all the laws 
and instructions. pertaining thereunto; that 
your covenants may be fulfilled on your heads; 


fail. Unto this end, you must learn to put far, 


pronounced. the covenant, in the presence of 
God, and it was sealed by a loud Amen, of 
every member ofthe kingdom. 
The president then preceeded to give an 
item of law, by revelation, to regulate the 
conduct -of the members of this Kingdom, in 
relation to each other, to wit: that if any mem- 
ber of the Grand Council should disturb the 
deliberations of the council at any time while 
conducting their business, by being under the 
influence of a bad spirit, thas shewing that — 
he had not kept himseif in all righteousness 
before God, and the council should be called 
upon for a vote of condemnation of the spirit 
manifested by said member, if any member of 
the council believing the brother to be under the 
influence of a bad spirit, but out of sympathy, 
for fear of the evil that micht befall the broth- 
er, should refuse to vote in condemnation of 
the spirit manifested by the offending broth- 
er, such person, or persons, shall be cut off, 
and be no longer members of said grand coun- 
cil, for thus ‘saith the Lord,” in order that his 
kingdom may be preserved in righteousness 
before him, and satan have no place in it; 
therefore, brethren, let this be a-solemn warn- 
ing unto you, that you keep yourselves in.all 
righteousness before God, that no foul spirit 
have any dominion over you, henceforth and 
forever. 


‘High priesthood. 


and that nothing pertaining thereunto shallj President S. James. s 


_ The president then said, 1 am determined 
when wecome to the end of our consecrations, 
to present the kingdom to the heavens spotless 
before God, and say. Father, receive it, and 
bear it off triumphantly, for it is thine. We 
have moved cautiously since we commenced. 
Brethren, let me alone to-day. Let me go 
forward as the Lord directs, and no evil spirit 
shall have dominion over us, or prevent us 
from accomplishing the great‘object before us; 
[ have confidence in you ‘Drethren, that you 
willdo so. Be patient, until we get ali the 
machinery . prepared and put together, every 
wheel in its place, with all its parts oiled, and 
then we will set it in motion, and God will 
make it roll through the earth in majesty and 
in great power, until the glory thereof shall. 
fill the whole earth. 
Several sisters who had. been baptized, the — 
evening ptevious, were confirmed and with- 
President Rigdon then proceeded to ordain ° 
Stanley G. Flagg, and George Richards to the. 
High priesthood; and said it was the privi | 
lege of the sons of the members of the grand 
council to be ordained and set apart to the 


poke ‘of the order of. 
our moving forward, that nowit was.a mental 


from you all evil, and remember in all things, 
to work righteousness, henee forth and for- 


which, the covenant was entered inte 


lstruggle, but the time will come, when it. will 


be otherwise.’ Hedrewa figureofthe pficers 
of army, each moving and: actipg: in-his 
proper place, is the. way by. which: bey /pte 


hy 


to each one speak only in his proper place— | 
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Let Gad counsel through the proper channel, and no more. For the second offence he shall 


and all will be well. 


The ‘conference proceeded to finish their} 


consecration, by washing and anointing.— 
During the conseciation, president Rigdon 
ordained Kdwin Stafford to the office of an 


ecut off. 

Moved and. seconded that we receive this 
also, as an item of law for the government of the 
grand council in the Kingdom ot God, which 
was put to the Conference, and carried unani- 
mously in the affirmative. 


Elder. After having ‘finished the consecra- gran 
tion, the president read a hymn-on page 145, of 
“The great and’ glorious gospel Tight,” &c./at any time while conducting their business, by 
which was sung hy the conference. ... -  }being under the influence of a bad spirit, thus 
_ Wm. E. McLellin then-arose, and ‘related|showing that he had not kept himself in all right- 
to the conference the substance of a revelationjeousness before God, and the council should be 
given to himself and Josephy M..Cole, on-last|¢alled upon for a vote of condemnation of the 
evening, while in their room, at the house of\Spirit manifested by said member, if any mem- 
president S. Rigdon, aft&? having offered up|€™ Of the council believing the brother to be. 
solemn prayer to God, which was telative to or the influence ofa bad spirit, but out of sym- 
the bones of the said Joseph M: Cole; it hav. |Pathy, for fear of the evil that might befall the 
ing been shown in a previous vision, that 
brother Cole would be slain before the coming such paabian or.persons yall be cast cr nthe 
of the Savior. The revelation’ had. requiredjno longer members of said grand council. 
on the part of brother McLellin,that he should} Moved and seconded that we receive this also, 
enter into a covenant with brother Cole, to/as an item of law governing the grand council 
carry his'bones with him, as the bones of Jo-jin the Kingdom of Heaven, which was put to 
seph were carried out of Egypt, until the/the Conference,.and carried unanimously in the 
mount Olivet; that there, his: bones might. sae} 
who was carried thither out of Egypt, come|come. 
forth together in the morn of the resurrection, ' 
to partake: in the triumph and glories. of the fifty cents foreach blessing, that he delivers in 
kingdom of God, _ writing to the person askingit athishands. 
"Conference adjourned till 2 o’clock, P. M.| Resolved, That we unanimously pledge our- 
Benediction by Elder Wm. E. M’Lellin. selves to the editor and printer of the Messenger. 
Friday, 2 o’clock, P. M. Advocate of the Church of Christ, to see: 
met to adjourment, and|hat paper sustained. 
Eider James dent Sidney Rigdon be appointed Trustee in 
lder.W. E. M’Lellin arose and said, eve ak: 
thing shonld.be done in its proper. place, and is the Conference, and carried in the affirmative, 
orders he having made some remarks after the, by aunanimous vote. 
dismissal of the Conterence in’the forenoon, re- President Rigdon then proceeded to give some 
lative to the Bishop which he. acknowledged|additional instructions to the Quorums.. All ap-. 
was out of place, d he now takes it back; ob-|peals from courts held in the different branches 
will be tothe Bishop’s court,or to the Evangelist’s: 


vern 
ons to 


t h hi inst ti 
serving, that however correct his’ instruc as the case be. All appesls from the 


might -been, it was‘ not his place to have 

President Rigdon then presented before the|Will be.direct tothe Bishop’s court. High Priests 
Conference three several items of law which|and Elders can bring their causes direct to the 
had been previously delivered by revelation,|Bishop’s court, without first passing their quo-— 
for the more perfect government of the grand rum, if'they choose. All causes from the Twelve 
council; and asked whether they should be re:jor from the High Council, are ap 
ceived as laws for the government of this grand|Grand Council, which is an end of controversy, 
council, in its deliberations. in all cases. 

ist. No individual or individuals,can ever| The Grand Council has original and final 
rise in. this Kingdom, to veto, or vote against|jurisdiction in all cases of trial with its mem- 
the principles of this: council, or acts of this/bers. If any church or churches, quorum or 
body, by his own judgment, contrary to the/}quorums, in ividual or fit to 
judgment, or unanimous vote of every other prefer a erred es against any member of the 
member present; he must do it by direct reve-;Grand Counc he must present his complaint 
lation from God. He must say, thus saith thelin writing, together with the names of his wit- 
Lord, orélse.Temain silent. —s_— esses, and the substance of what can be proven 

as an i in this om 0 whichijalone holds the power : | 

the Conk nan the case, and determine whether the character 


was put to the Conference, and carried unani- 3 
and come aed to be sxpended and brought of 
; ly memiber of the council come, to be suspende 
vith a false No business can be done by the Grand.Coun 


its deliberations‘and business, for such an of- | 
fence, that member can only be forgiven onceithe first-presidency at the 


The President then said, these items of law : 


Resolved, That the Patriarch be entitled to 


‘It was then moved -and seconded that Presi-. 
Trust for the Church of Christ, which was put to: 


aled to the 
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into it ‘with a false spirit, and thereby interrupt 
unless there are twelve members present, with 
eir head-and this only 
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by the other members of the Graud Council 
delegating their authority to them, in writing. 
It is therefore, required, that before we adjourn 
this Conference, the members of;the Gran 
Council sign a written instrument delegating 
their power to the council, to act pecctl ae to 
the above principles. 
Conference adjourned till 7 o’clock this even- 
ing, to close the business. 3 
Friday Evening, 7 o’clock. 
was upened by singing, and prayer by Bisho 
Richards 


The members of the Grand Council then pro- 


ceeded to place their names to an instrument of 


writing, delegating to the council the right to 
act for them in their absence; and also, to the 
covenants-which they had previously entered 
into with each other. , | 

» Whilst the brethren were thus engaged, Pre- 
sident Rigdon addressed the Conference; he 
said this evening closed our Conference. The 
Kingdom and Church of Christ were now orga- 
nized, so far as the Lord had revealed the pat- 
tern to him. That God had sanctioned all that 
had been done, and sealed the decree in heaven 
that this Kingdom should never fall, but should 
stand unbroken, unshaken, and bring in the 
rest of God. 

President Rigdon soapy to confirm two 
sisters who had been baptized last evening. 

The Book of Mormon was then received .as 
the word of God, by the unanimous vote of 
the Conference. | 

The. Book of Covenants, as received by the 
General Assembly of the Church, in Kirtland, 
Ohio, in August, 1835, was received by the 
unanimoys vote of the Conference, as the rey- 
elation of Gad, and law to govern his church. 

The Conference then stood upon their feet; 
with their hands lifted to heaven, and received 
the holy convocation, presenting the covenants 
which they had entered into, before God, and 
all the work they had done, asking God to re- 
gister it in heaven, and place his seal of appro- 
bation upon the great work they had done be- 
dore him; which the Lord did, and bore testi- 
mony by his Spirit, that he had accepted their 
work, and placed his seal upon it. | 

Elder J. M. Cole then related to the Confe- 
rence a vision of heaven, shown to him last fall, 
giving a history of all the important events 
which shall transpire in the world until the Sa- 
vior comes. 

Conference adjourned to meet in this city, on 
the 6th of April, 1846. | 7 

SIDNEY RIGDON, 
Wm. E. M’ Lellin, 


President. 

Josepk M. Cole, 
George W. Robinson, | 
. Secretaries. 


ADDRESS, 


Of the Committee of the Church of Christ, to the 
_ Citizens of the United States, and the world, 
_on the subject of the Organization of the King- 
dom of God, spoken of by Daniel. — 


Be it known to all nations, languages, and 


made to the fathers, and the fulness of time 
has arrived, in the which He hath promised to 
set His hand to bring in everlasting righteous- 
ness—to establish Zion no more to be thrown 
down—and make. Jerusalem the praise of the 
whole earth. 

‘That **God, who at sundsy times, and in 
divers manners, spake unto the Fathers by 
the prophets,’ hath in the ‘dispensation of 
the fulness of times,’’ spoken unto wus, their 
children, commanding us to proclaim the near 
approach of the Son ‘of God, the Redeemer of 
Israel, as King of kings.and Lord of lords.— 
To this end hath He again established the 
gospel covenant, and set up the kingdom spo- 
ken of by Daniel the prophet, represented by 
the Saviour us like unto a grain of mustard 
seed, that a people may be prepared and set 
apart, under. the immediate direction of the 
‘King eternal, immortal, and _invisible,’’ as 
messengers of. salvation to the inhabitants of 
the earth, crying, repent, for the kingdom ot 
Heaven has come, enter therein, that ye may 
do the will of God on the earth as it is done 
in Heaven. , Repent ye, O inhabitants of the 
earth, for the great day of the Lord is at hand, 
when all those who are waiting in obedience 
to his commandments, shall see the King in 
his glory, when he shall descend upon mount 
Olivetand be received by his people as **King 
of righteousness and King of saints.” 

Know ye not that all the saints, from the 
days of righteous Able to the present moment, 
‘died in faith not having received the promise,” 
never expecting. to receive their inheritance 
till «God the righteous Judge” should again 
set his foot upon.this earth? Our beloved 
brother, Paul, whom having not seen, we love, 
fought the good fight, and finished his course, 


and kept the faith, yet has he not enteredtinto 
his rest, hut looked forward to that disnensa- 
tion of the fulness of times, which should gath- 
er together in one, allthings that are Christs, 
whether ney be things in heaven, or things 
on the. earth, or things under the earth.— 
There remaineth, therefore, a rest for the 
people of God on the earth, when according 
to the words of Jesus, all the meek, that have 
ever been, shall inherit the earth, and all the 
pure in heart shall see God; for “He shall 
reign, whose right it is,” and ‘be King over 
all the earth.” : 

Brethren, fellow men, members of the same 
common family, we approach you in the name 
of Jesus Christ, in behalf of your progenitors 


|—-the fathers where are they? waiting with 


longing anxiety in the eternal world till the 
hearts of the children shall be turned towards 
them—untill the fathers and the children shall 
be indissolubly bound together in the bonds of 
faith, and dove, that their prayers may come 
up, with one consent, in the ears of the Lord 
of Sabbaoth, and give him no rest till He ful- 
fill the things which He has promised, and 
finish the work which He has covenanted to 


ror that the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
ob, hath been mindful of the covenante 


perform, that righteousness, and peace, and 
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joy in the Holy Ghost may prevail over all thejof God, and the song of the Lamb?” Do you 
earth. “ee: ardently desire to have a part in that organiza 


groaneth and travaileth in pain together untiljlawful. Sovereign of the earth, with His reti- 


now; and not only they, but ourselves also,joue of sanctified ones—to be co-workers to- 


which have the first fruits of the Spirit, evenjgether with God ‘in the redemption of the 
we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting/purchased possession?” this honor have all 
for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of the/they who are- members of the church Christ, 
body.” This is.the testimony of one whojand who walk in obedience toall the precepts, 
was caught up to the third-heavens, and sawjand ordinances, and commadments of Jesus 
and heard the things he here declares; there-/Christ, and remember His judgements and 
fore, he says, we know there is no rest for the/statuates to do them. | 
fathers till the resa ion of the just, and]. It is because the God of our fathers has. 
then shal] we all rest together.. But the firstipoured upon us his Spirit of revelation, and 
resurrection can only take place at the comingjhas:given us understanding and wisdom, in 
of our Lord Jesus Christ; ‘*Christ.the first-jthe knowledge of these things, that our bearts. 
fruits; afterward they they that are Christ’s atiare enlarged ‘and filled with love and good 
his coming.” Again,. the Massiah can never|will to our fellow men, desiring they may 
come, till the way is prepared’ before Him.—jhear the glad tidings of great joy, now pro- 
‘Behold I will eend my messenger, and hejclaimed to all people, kindreds, and tongues\ 
shall prepare the way before me.” | One of/That good thing, which ‘the Saviour-of man-. 
the most striking and important features, injkind taughthis disciples to pray for comtinu- 
the work of preparation, consists in turninglally; has-come—the kingdom of God has- 
«the hearts of the fathers to the children, andjcoine, tothe intent, the will of God may be 
the hearts of the children to their fathers;’” an-idone on earth ‘as in‘ heaven. The marriage 
lesa this welding i3,actually consumated, ‘the/supper is.soon tobe prepared, when the Bride- 
whole earth would-be smitten with a curse,jgroom shall drink wine new in his father’s 
as destitute of that “faith which. worketh by|kingdom. We tendér you, in the name of 
love and purifies the heart.”” The fathers arejour master, a precious invitation .to~the wed- 
dependent onthe children, and the thildreniding. He‘has given us instructions that yeu 
are dependent on the fathers; ‘‘for they with-/may be washed and anointed, and clad in be- 
out us, cannot be made perfect.” Neither coming. array, prepared and made. ready 
can we without them.’ Through the faith and|with oil in your yessels, when thé cry shail 
obedience of the fathers, the Lord gave to them/go. forth, “go ye out to meet him.” , We im- 
“many great and precious promises,” which you, turn not a deaf ear to out message, 
yet remain unaccomplished; and he hath now|iest you be found among those with whom is 


set his hand to fulfil those covenants. To weeping; and wailing, and gnashing of teeth. 


bring about his merciful purposes, the God of] 
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Israel hath made known the relations that ex-| — 
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 _New.Bedford, Mass. April 7, 
Dean Brotuer: 


the heavens 
troth, thatall who will, may participate in the] — 
blessings and glories to be sealed and ratified) : 
in the coming and kingdom of Jesus ‘Christ As | have not. had the pleasure of hearing 
-you since July last, only through the 
Awake to righteousness, all ye dwellers}medium of news paper fetters, which I have 
upon the earth—kings and subjects, princes read, and which, by the way, I like very 
and pesants, ralers and people—the kingdom/much; I write to you at this time in hopes of get- 
of our Godis established for the joy and deliv-jing an answer,.as you have been always so 
erance of the wholeearth. He,.who is no re-jkind asto answer my lettersheretofore. * * 
spector of persons, commands you alike to re-} I will now speak a little concerning relig- 
ent, and in the simplicity and meekness ofjious matters, as itisa subject of interestto both 
ittle children, to be baptized in water for thejof as, and you would no doubt like to hear 
remission of your sins, that you:may receivejhow we stand in this section of country. | 
the gift of the Holy Ghost through the laying} New Bedford, being a little off the route of 
on of the hands of those who are ordained andjextensive public travel, has not till lately, 
sealed to that power, that you may enter intojbeen at all agitated with the subject of Rig- 
His kingdom, and participate in the blessings,|dontsm as it is called, there having been no 
glories, promises, and covenants which apper-jone here to set before the people the claims of 
tain to the kingdom of God, and ‘can be ob-|Elder Rigdon to the first Presidency of the 
tained no where else. Do you désire ‘to be/Church; for that reason the saints had heard 
fSund numbered with that hallowed throng/nothing of the matter, — through the me- 
who shall ‘sing the song of Moses the servant/dinm ofthe New York Prophet, andother 


‘¢For we know that the whole creation|tion which shall welcome to his dominion, the 
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iy ist between the fathers.and the children in the I 
0 covenants and promises, and the manner in | 
which they must be bound together in the 
bonds of love and: peace; and both bound | Committee. 
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